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Grace-Time Continuum 


In 2008, comedian and political 
commentator Bill Maher produced 
a documentary-style film that 
attempted to comprehensively 
critique primarily theistic religions 
and religious beliefs. One of the 
topics that arose during Maher's 
negatively biased 
review was that of 
God’s alleged failure to 
eliminate evil. Maher's 
main query regarding 
this notion was simple 
and, quite honestly, 
probably reflects a 
common enough 
thought among many, 
including believers: 
"What’s he waiting 
for?" 

The Bible clearly 
indicates that God is 
above and 
beyond time, 
that he operates 
according to his 
own schedule 
and agenda. 
Considering 
God created 
every aspect of 
our current 
physical reality 
including time, 
he is obviously 
not limited by 
the constraints that we experience 
as subjects of that creation. As the 
architect of this cosmos, God 
possesses an understanding of it 
that far surpasses any of our own 
attempts to grasp its inner work- 
ings. Likewise, God can certainly 
exercise his own will and judgment 
to arrange and shape it as he deems 
suitable. 

Apparently, God is not affected 
by time in the manner that we are 
as human beings. He does not 
suffer from the various pressures 
that time imposes on our bodies, 
minds, and hearts. Scripture 
informs us that time advances 
according to God's intentions, an 
idea from which we derive the truth 
of "God's own time." Numerous 
passages expound on this principle, 
asserting that patience based on 
trust in God is an essential facet of 
faith (Psalm 31:15, Psalm 102:24- 
27, Ecclesiastes 3:11, Acts 1:7, 
etc.). 

Myriad illustrations of God's 
timing abound in the Bible. God 
promised a 75-year-old Abraham 
that a great nation would emerge 
through his descendants. Twenty- 
five years later, Abraham's son 
Isaac was finally born. God used 
Moses to deliver the tribes of Israel 
from slavery in Egypt only after 
some 400 years had passed. When 
David was presumably a teenager, 
God assured the boy that he would 
become king of Israel. It wasn't 
until David was 30 years old that 
this instance of God's intention 
came to fruition. 

Bible verses comparing God's 
and our own reckoning of the 
passage of time (Psalm 90:4, 2 
Peter 3:8) may represent more than 
merely a figurative explanation of 
God's chronometric cognizance. 
After all, science readily supports 
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the axiom of contingent perception 
of time. 

In physics, the theory of special 
relativity establishes that one of the 
results of relative motion or posi- 
tions in a field of gravity is the time 
dilation effect: the slowing of time 
for observers in a lo- 
calized frame of refer- 
ence compared to 
observers outside that 
frame (a common 
phrase encapsulating 
this is "moving clocks 
run slowly"). If time 
does indeed occur at 
different rates for 
different observers, 
then perhaps it is not 
so far-fetched to 
imagine that a being 


who transcends the mundane di- 
mensions of space and time would 
exhibit ultimate relativity in this 
regard. 

As for us, our awareness of 
time is defined by a sense of 
causality. We perceive time as 
manifesting continual progression 
and possessing antecedent, transi- 
tory, and successive phases (past, 
present, and future). Our capacities 
for memory and anticipation appear 
to be artifacts of this conception of 
consequent chronology. 

God intends for us to learn 
from the past, make the most of the 
present, and develop trust for the 
future. Even so, we sometimes 
allow emotional entanglements 
with any of these tenses of time to 
dominate and dictate our thoughts 
and actions. We can become 
psychological prisoners of past 
tragedies and trespasses, neurotic 
hostages of present circumstances, 
or emotional slaves to fears and 
forebodings of the future. Such 
states can preclude our fulfilling 
eternal potential. 

In the first episode of the "Star 
Trek: Deep Space Nine" television 
series, Commander Benjamin Sisko 
encounters a group of trans-dimen- 
sional alien beings who inhabit a 
wormhole in space. These aliens 
are considered "The Prophets" for 
the religion of the Bajorans, the 
inhabitants of the planet nearest the 
titular space station. Much to 
Sisko's surprise (and mild chagrin), 
he has been identified as The 
Emissary of these Prophets. During 
this encounter within the worm- 
hole, Sisko attempts to explain, as 
best he is able, the challenges and 
aspirations of human existence. At 
one point, he uses an analogy of 
baseball to illustrate how human 
beings deal with linear time, a 


concept foreign to the aliens. 


SISKO: ... but in the end it comes 
down to throwing one pitch after 
another and seeing what happens. 
With each new consequence, the 
game begins to take shape. 
ALIEN/PROPHET 1: And you 
have no idea what that shape is 
until it is completed. 

SISKO: That's right. In fact, the 
game wouldn't be worth playing if 
we knew what was going to 
happen. 

ALIEN/PROPHET 2: You value 
your ignorance of what is to come? 
SISKO: That may be the most 
important thing to understand about 
humans. It is the unknown that 
defines our existence. We are 
constantly searching, not just for 
answers to our questions, but for 
new questions. We are explorers. 
We explore our lives, day by day, 
and we explore the galaxy, trying 
to expand the boundaries of our 
knowledge. 


Later, Sisko finds himself facing 
the scene of the death of his wife 
from a few years prior and 
expresses frustration at having to 
relive this painful memory. 


SISKO: I never left this ship. 
ALIEN/PROPHET 3: You exist 
here. 

SISKO: I exist here. I don't know 
if you can understand. I see her like 
this every time I close my eyes. 

In the darkness, in the blink of an 
eye, I see her like this. 
ALIEN/PROPHET 3: None of your 
past experiences helped prepare 
you for this consequence. 

SISKO: And I have never figured 
out how to live without her. 
ALIEN/PROPHET 3: So you 
choose to exist here. It is not linear. 
SISKO: No. It's not linear. 


In this manner, Sisko realizes 
that he has been trapped in grief, 
ensnared in the non-linear labyrinth 
of memory, and that he must be 
liberated in order to allow time to 
resume its normal flow in his life. 
While human beings are capable of 
cherishing the past and hoping for 
the future, we also often contend 
with the difficulties that lay behind 
or ahead. 

God's approach to time may 
itself be rather crucial to how 
redemption is designed to operate. 
Perhaps it is God's ability to 
supersede the limits of the temporal 
dimension that allows him to 
"forget" our sins, courtesy of 
Jesus's atoning sacrifice. Perhaps 
since God is not bound by the 
sequential quality of time's 
passage, it is not necessary for him 
to confine his actions and thoughts 
to time and space. God perceives 
the entire continuum of reality, and 
part of that continuum for believers 
is a comprehensive grace delivered 
through that atonement, encom- 
passing and redeeming all our past, 
present, and future, enabling us to 
aspire to be the emissaries by 
which it is offered to everyone. 
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On September 7, 2022 
Evelyn left her earthly body 
to ascend to heaven. 

She was born in Meriden, 
CT in 1935 to Everett and 
Martha Stearns. She was a 
devoted wife to Orlando 
Misenti until his passing in 
1994. 

Her three children James 
Crowell, Joy-Anna Duffie 
and Michael Misenti along 
with her grandchildren Erin 
Hubbard, Janna Norton, Stephanie Misenti, Charles J. 
Duffie, Leslie Duffie, and Alessandra Duffie and great- 
grandchildren Addison Hubbard, Tucker Norton and 
James Misenti-Nicholson, along with her friends and 
family, will miss her joyful energy and loving smile. 

She spent her life serving her community and the 
Lord by helping others. This began early in her life as 
she often cared for her two brothers, Richard and 
Duane Stearns. She later became a teacher’s aide and 
worked in Middletown Connecticut Elementary 
Schools helping young children learn to read and 
write, along with practical life skills. 

She continued showing her love for children after 
moving to Homestead by working at Cope South 
taking care of the children so that their mothers could 
attend classes to receive their High School diplomas. 

After retirement, Evelyn became very active in the 
Sacred Heart Church in Homestead and on the Board 
of the Lakeshore Condo Association where she lived. 
Her dedication to helping others was evident in her 
commitment to the St. Vincent De Paul organization 
and Women’s Club activities. 

Evelyn loved music, dancing, and the theater. She 
volunteered at the Seminole Theatre in Homestead as 
an usher and made costumes and props for the 
Seminole Theatre Junior Productions. 

Evelyn was exceptional at everything she did as she 
gave her whole heart willingly. This was rewarded by 
receiving awards for Best Teacher Aide, Women of the 
Year and Volunteer of the Year at the theater. 

She loved her garden and enjoyed the butterflies, 
painted buntings, birds, ducks, rooster and even the 
occasional snakes that would visit her. It was in her 
garden where she befriended her beloved cat, Sweetie. 

Her sense of humor, love for music, dance, and 
nature kept her youthful and fun to be around. 

She will truly be missed and the memories she created 
will never be forgotten. 

A Memorial Mass will be held Saturday October 
29, 2022, at Sacred Heart Church 106 SE Ist Dr. 
Homestead, FL 33030 at 10:00 am. (In lieu of flowers 
- donations can be sent to Saint Vincent De Paul at 
Sacred Heart Church 106 SE 1st Dr. Homestead, FL 
33030). 

Evelyn’s final resting place will be at Caballero 
Rivero Palms Woodlawn Park, 27100 Old Dixie Hwy., 
Naranja, FL 33032. 


To submit an obituary or death notice, 
email wording and jpg photo to 
info@newsleadermail.com, 305-245-231 | 
Print deadline is Wednesday at noon. 


Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish. Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 
For information please call 
305-454-4944 
or visit www.thhjc.org 


Citizens 
Insurance 


Do you have questions about SSI? 


Securing today 
and tomorrow 


income taxes, corporate and 
other taxes. Social Security 
taxes collected under the 
Federal Insurance Contrib- 
utions Act (FICA) or the Self- 
Employment Contributions 


Act (SECA) do not fund the 
SSI program. 

Question: Question: 

Who is eligible for SSI? When did Medicare began? 

U. Moncada, F. Donald, 

Hialeah Wilton Manors 

Answer: Answer: 

Anyone may apply for Medicare was passed into 


SSI. The SSI program 
provides monthly pay- 
ments to people who: 

e Are at least age 65 or 
blind or disabled. 

e Have limited income 
(wages, pensions, etc.). 
e Have limited resources (the 
things you own). 


U.S. and certain students 
temporarily abroad may 
receive SSI payments outside 


law on July 30, 1965 but ben- 
eficiaries were first able to 
sign-up for the program on 
July 1, 1966. 


Question: 

I am a divorced person and I 
haven’t worked full time. Am 
I going to be able to get 


e Are U.S. citizens, nationals the U.S. Social Security? 

of the U.S., or some J. Ackerman, Royal Palm 
noncitizens. Question: Answer: 

e Reside in one of the 50 Who funds the SSI If you were married at least 
states, the District of Benefits? 10 years you will be eligible 
Columbia, or the Northern F. Morris, Deerfield Beach for Social Security based on 
Mariana Islands. Answer: your ex-spouse’s earnings 
Exception: The children of SSI is financed by record. Your receiving a 


military parent(s) assigned to 
permanent duty outside the 
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general funds of the U.S. 
Treasury--personal 


benefit will have no impact on 
the benefit your ex is eligible 


VEU 


for. There are a few caveats 
to understand about how this 
works. Most important, you 
can’t make a claim on an 
ex-spouse’s record if you 
remarry. 

(It doesn’t matter if your ex 
remarried.) You also need to 
be at least 62 years old. 


Question: 

I would like to have a 
comfortable retirement; how 
much money will I need? 

M. Mesa, Homestead 
Answer: 

Anticipate what your 
expenses will be in retire- 
ment, including things like 
mortgage payments or rent, 
utilities, healthcare insurance 
and related costs, food, 
personal care, car payments 
and maintenance, entertain- 
ment, hobbies, travel, and 
credit card or other debt. 
Also, consider whether you’ ll 
need to provide for your 
spouse, children, or 
grandchildren. 


Call a DEPENDABLE Hometown 
Realtor that will work hard for you 
when youre buying or selling! 


Rates 
Increasing 


NSF - Citizens Property Insurance 
Corp. rate increases will take effect 
Tuesday, as thousands of home- 
owners a week continue turning to 
the state-backed insurer for cover- 
age. The increases, which apply to 
what are known as “personal lines” 
policies, were approved by the 
Florida Office of Insurance 
Regulation in June. 

They include an average 6.4 
percent increase for homeowners 
with “multi-peril” policies — by far 
the most-common type of policy. 

Customers with other types of 
policies will see average increases 
ranging from 8.4 percent to 11 
percent. 

The increases come as Citizens, 
which was created as the state’s 
insurer of last resort, experiences 
massive growth amid turmoil in the 
private insurance market. As of Fri- 
day, Citizens had 1,098,762 policies. 
As a comparison, it had 521,289 pol- 
icies on Oct. 31, 2020, and 725,942 
policies on Oct. 31, 2021. 


FOR THE BEST 


RESULTS 


STAY WITH THE 
. BEST! 
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